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From October 5 - 21, 2012, the Werkleitz Festival for Media Art presents its second 
exhibition of stipend awardees .move forward with the 13 international media artists 
from EMARE MEX (European Media Artist in Residence Exchange with Mexico) and the 
Mexico Stipend Programme: 
 
Maria Vedder, Jan-Peter E.R. Sonntag, Laura Balboa, Rubén Gutiérrez,  
Amanda Gutiérrez, Kathrin Kur, Rebecca Lennon, Rosa Menkman, Dina 
Rončević, Tobias Rosenberger, Marissa Viani Serrano Ocampo, Nika Oblak & 
Primož Novak and Florian Tuercke 
 
Over a 500 meter exhibition parcourse around the deserted Steintorareal in Halle 
(Saale), this year’s .move forward Festival is focused on Mexico, showing video 
installations, objects, internet based works, photographs, an interactive automat and 
films. 
The young festival will also present a multifaceted programme of Mexican film, music 
and performances as well as presentations and talks at the Steintor in Halle. 
In addition to numerous European artists (from Croatia, Germany, Slovenia, Great 
Britain and the Netherlands, among others) .move forward 2012 has a special focus 
on Mexican art: nine artists were chosen by an international Jury from the European 
Media Art Network, a Werkleitz initiative, for the EMARE MEX stipend (European Media 
Artist in Residence Exchange in Mexico). The stipends involve a two month sojourn in 
one of the partner institutions in Europe and Mexico and an exhibition of the works 
produced in the course of the festival in October. Four further artists from the Mexico 
Stipend Programme from the last three years will also be showcased.  
During the opening weekend from October 5 to 7 .move forward invites international 
curators and experts from leading media art institutions to participate as respondents 
to the artists in an open discussion, presenting and analysing the works. 
This autumn, Werkleitz Festival is proud to present Kristoffer Gansing (transmediale 
Berlin), Petra Reichensperger (Kunsthaus Dresden), Hermann Noering (EMAF 
Osnabrück), Omar Kholeif (FACT Liverpool), Dieter Daniels (HGB Leipzig), Eva 
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Sangiorgi (FICUNAM Festival), Ingmar Lähnemann (Edith-Russ-Haus for Media Art), 
Frank Motz (ACC Galerie Weimar), the free curators Kathy Rae Huffman and 
Sandra Naumann, and others.   
 
The heterogeneity of current media art will become manifest in the various formats 
adopted by the various artistic positions as well as in the different themes represented 
at the festival. The stipend awardees concern themselves with such topics as urbanity 
and landscape, religion and science, tradition und modernity, migration, climate change 
und internet politics, as well as reality and virtuality and the capitalist appropriation of 
revolutionary icons. 
Florian Tuercke (*1977 in Germany) adapts the famous John Cage piece 4:33 into 4:33 
for Mariachi, arranging it for an ensemble of buskers, transforming ambient noise in 
Mexico City into music. The video triptych Time topographies by the Mexican artist 
Amanda Gutiérrez (*1978 in Mexico) undertakes an audio-visual reworking of the 
memory places of three migrants in Liverpool, UK. Finally, there is the interactive 
infographic internetis.tv by the  Mexican Laura Balboa (*1979 in Mexico). The piece 
ironically interconnects the environmental situation of the Pacific island state  
of Tuvalu currently threatening to sink into the ocean with the internet economical 
mechanisms involved in the state selling off licences for the top-level domain .tv. 
In Jan-Peter E.R. Sonntags (*1965 in Germany) work Sonntag im Park [Sunday at 
the park] the artist recomposes his impressions of Alameda Park in Mexico City, home 
to the famous mural by Diego Rivera, with overstretched resonances in digital space, 
turning it into an „echo of a revolution frozen in time“ (Jan-Peter E.R. Sonntag). 
Sonntag‘s work, together with the majority of pieces, are being shown at the Werkleitz 
Festival 2012 for the first time. 
 
The exhibition will be accompanied by a catalogue with texts by the respondents. 
 
Further information on the festival, the stipend programme, the participating artists and 
the respondents can be found as of now at the .move forward festival website, as well 
as on Facebook and Vimeo: 
 
www.werkleitz.de/moveforward 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Werkleitz-Festival/137453423010733 
http://vimeo.com/werkleitz 
 
 
.move forward is a project from Werkleitz – Centre for Media Art in cooperation with 
the European Media Art Network (EMAN). The European Media Art Network brings 
together four leading European media art institutions: IMPAKT (Utrecht, Netherlands), 
Foundation for Art and Creative Technology (FACT / Liverpool, Great Britain), Bandits-
Mages (Bourges, France) und Werkleitz (Halle, Germany). Further partners are the 
Centro Multimedia of the Centro National de las Artes Mexico, Mexico City, the Centro 
de Arte y Nuevas Technologías (CANTE), San Luis Potosí, Mexico and the transitio_MX 
Festival 05 2013 in Mexico City, as well as numerous partners in Halle (Saale), such as 
the Burg Giebichenstein University of Art and Design. 
Supported by the European Commission’s Culture 2007-2013 programme, Lotto Toto 
GmbH Sachsen-Anhalt, the Mitteldeutsche Medienförderung, Federal State of Saxony-
Anhalt, the Saxony-Anhalt Arts Foundation, the Goethe Institute in Mexico and the 
Fondo Nacional para la Cultura y las Artes (FONCA) in Mexico. 
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